
KMS HOMEWORK POLICY  

16-17 School Year 

Students should be encouraged to develop good study habits and self-discipline.   
Homework is a helpful tool for students in some cases.  When effective teaching 
occurs in the classroom, goals for learning are achieved without the use of 
excessive homework.  Homework is given after students have already mastered 
the material in the classroom.  It is given so that students can practice, reinforce, 
elaborate, prepare, and extend their understanding and never to learn something 
for the first time.  Homework should be a risk-free chance to experiment with 
new skills.  Homework should require students to apply what they have learned 
so they find out what they really do understand and can return to class and ask 
questions about what was not understood. 

Homework assignments are given with a specific purpose and are tied to 
educational standards and learning goals.  Teachers will explain the purpose of 
the homework assignments and what students are expected to learn.  Students 
will not be assigned busy-work that does not have a purpose as determined by 
the following categories:  practice,   preparation, or integration.  Descriptions of 
the desirable characteristics and examples of each type are listed below.   

Practice Assignment 

 Must be related to instructional objectives. 

 Review and reinforce newly acquired skills or knowledge. 

 Give independent practice for a new concept/skill. 

 Should have and allowance for mistakes as part of the learning process. 

 Should be commented on and given feedback, but should be counted as a 
small portion of the academic grade if at all. 

 Demonstrate effort, not mastery of concept. 

 Examples: Ten math problems using the algorithm taught in class; writing a 
paragraph with a strong lead after a lesson on leads in writing; rehearsing 
foreign language verb tenses that have been introduced this week. 

Preparation Assignments 

 Provide background information for upcoming lessons. 

 Indicate with completion effort, not outcome mastery. 



 Examples: Reading the description of an experiment prior to the date of the 
experiment; bringing in a newspaper article related to a current event 
being studied; selecting a favorite poem to share with the class the 
following day; using the textbook to label a map of an area, which will then 
be discussed in class the following day. 

Integration   Assignments: 

 Are   frequently   long-tem, continuing projects that parallel class work. 

 Enrich classroom experiences and deepen the student’s understanding. 

 Provide opportunities for problem solving and critical thinking. 

 Integrate skills applying many different skills and knowledge sets to a task. 

 Require students to apply previous learning to complete these assignments. 

 Students should be provided materials and supports if needed. 

 Project expectations and grading procedures for the assignment should be 
made clear to students and parents. 

Homework should be a risk-free chance to experiment with new skills.  Because of 
this, homework will be used minimally or not at all for the purpose of grade 
calculation.  This does not mean that homework will not be evaluated, as it will 
often be given feedback by the teacher to help the student move forward.  
Assignment completion and meeting deadlines are also critically important. 

Parents or guardians can do much to encourage homework success: 

 Set a regular study time each day that is not to be interrupted by family 
plans, extracurricular activities, computer/iPod, or television time. 

 Establish a study area, away from household distractions with good light 
and space. 

 Have the students organize school materials: study notes, assignments, 
books, backpacks, folders, etc… 

 Check student agenda, electronic grade book, and distributed classroom 
materials to monitor progress. 

 Be supportive when students get frustrated without doing the work for 
them. 

 
 
 


